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Budget cut hits core US
biomedical research

Scientists funded by the US National
Institutes of Health {NTH) may have
something ather than aleohol o blame
foor thesir Mew Year’s headache: their first
budget cut in 36 years.

O 30 Decemiber, Preshdent George W,
Bush finally signed the NIH's 2006 badges
The agency will get $28.6 billlon in funding,
a535-million reduction from last year. This
cut comies despite the government agrecing
an increase of 5206 million for the year,
«close to the amount requested by the
President last February (see Natere 433,
554 2M05). Bur that increase was erased by
alater government hill for a 1% across-the-
baard cat in spending on all discretionary
programmes (that is, in spending that is.
nedt being channelled into existing
programmes), in part to help my for
the war in Tras).

Bielogy research sdvocates are lobbying
for better funding in 2007, but with the
US badget cranch continuing for the
foreseeable future, prospects are bleak.

Phoenician ports lurk
under modern cities

“The easing of political tension in Lebanon
has allowed archacol agists to bocate the sites
of ancient Phoenician ports.

The cities of Tyre and Sidon on the
Lebanese coast dominated Meditermmnean
tradle thousands of years ago and still exisa
telay. But although the cities’ names have
nod changed, the coastline on which they sit
hiaes been reshaped by silting over the past
three millenmnia.

Mick Marriner of the European Centre for
Research and Teaching on the Geosciences
«of the Environment in Abx-en-FProvence,
France, and his colleagues drilled a total of
4 sediment cores in the twocitics. They
report in the January issue of Geology that
the ald harbours lic underneath woday’s
urhan centres. Marriner hopes that his
findings will help efforts to protect the
cultural heritage of the wocities.

-
Cores brought up frem Sidon city have unsarthed
clises nbout the ald harbour that still lies bepaath,

The pewi Christn as boliday seazon in
the United States will bring a small
flurry of stam ps featuring science:
Im October, the US pastal service
will lssue @ set of four stam ps
showing smowflake images taken by
Eenneth Libbrecht, a physicist ot
the Cablornia Institute of
Technodagy in Fazadena.
Likbrecht. wha by day warks
an the LIGO gravitational-waue
project, has perfected a cold-weather
camera rig o photographing
snowflakes quickly, before they metlt.
The faur images wens taken
inehilly weather i Alaska, Michigan
and Ontama, Libbrecht's home page.
W W S nawCr yatals.com, faatiines mone
shots af bath real and synthetic snowfiakes,

US bill outlaws political
interferencein science

The bong-awaited budget bill theat includes
funding for the US Mational Instinutes of
Health {MIH) also contains a kaw banning
paditical interference in scientific decisions.

Senator Richard Durbin ( Democrat,
Tllinvois) inserted the ks in the annual
appropriations hill for the Department of
Health and Human Services (HIS), which
inchades the NIH and the Public Health
Service. In 200k, the National Academy of
Sciences found that candidates 1o federal
scientific sdvisory panels were often
subjected ta palitical litmus tests.

The new law makes it fllegal for nominess
1o HHS advisory 5 tar be questioned
about their political affiliation or vating
histary, or for HHS officials to disseminate
false or misleading scientific information.
The ncasure, however, inchudes no
penalties if broken.

Missouri team uncover
record-breaking prime

Mathematicians have unveiled the larges
prime number found to date, a9, 1-million-
digit manster that, if printed, would Gl
abwwt eight issues of Nafore.

“There’s alimst i practical use for it says
Curtils C r eader of the Central Migsourd
State University team that found it "] just
lovve the beauty of big primes”

Coaper's team is part of the Great
Internet Mersenne Prime Search project,
which discovered the previous four largest
primes. This project uses the idle time of
hundreds of Internet-linked computers to
test all Mersenne numbers (two to the
povwer of o prime, fr, minus ane, or <1 to

2004 LISFS

chedi i they are primes. The newest
recordlrenker is 24547

(e Incentive for seanchers s that
whaoever finds the fiest 10-million-digit
prime aumber will win LSS HHLKN from
the San-Franclsco-based non-profit
Electronic Frontier Foundation, whose aim
i o promote conperative computing,

Journal bans authors with
secret ties to companies

A LS medical pournal has adopted s policy
of temporarily blacklaing authors who fail
tondisclose comiflicts of interest,

The Joursal of Thoracie deed
Cardiovascdir S dechded toact in
Decenber after learnbng that four of the
authors on two papers pablished in the
second half of kst year did not declare their
financial links to a company whose heart-
surgery technobogy they had evaluated.
The authors gave favourable reports of
devices manufacmured by AmriCure of
Cincinnati, Ohin,

The journal plans to publish a correction
and, in the future, will refuse to publish
submissions from authors whe are found
1r have withheld such conflicie. The ban
will prabably last sne to two years, says
Amadrew Wechder, the joumals editor and
asurgenn at Drexel University College of
Medicine in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Correction

The Side nes column in the 10 Hovember 2005
sl (N fui 438, 136, 0050 incarnectly
characterizeda survey of mtellectual-praperty
Issues by thae American Associationfor the
Advancernent of Science (AAAS). The item
shauld have said that 407 of survey
particpants, ral 4095 of 8l ARAS members,
reported that their resesrch was afected by
d#ficultes mobtaining paterted technalogy.
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